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INTRODUCTION 
The St. Clair County transportation system is about 
more than simply moving people and things from one 
place to another. Our transportation system is about 
economic opportunity, quality of life, and 
environmental stewardship. Well planned and 
coordinated, our transportation system can be a 
catalyst for collaboration and opportunity. It is the 
responsibility of the St. Clair County Metropolitan 
Planning Commission and the St. Clair County 
Transportation Study (SCCOTS) to ensure that the 
time, talent, and resources we invest in 
transportation infrastructures delivers the kind of 
system and the kind of community that we desire and 
need.  
 
St Clair County Metropolitan Planning Commission 
has produced the SCCOTS 2045 Long Range 
Transportation Plan to ensure that our transportation 
system is coordinated throughout the region and 
serves our current needs while contributing to the 
future we all desire. Wise investment in our future 
demands a foresighted plan that balances 
transportation, land use, and natural resources. St 
Clair County worked with civic leaders, public officials, 
and area residents to define a vision for the SCCOTS 
2045 Long Range Transportation Plan. This vision 
seeks to align future transportation needs with policy 
to preserve the area’s resources. 
 

PPPPLANNINGLANNINGLANNINGLANNING    PPPPROCESSROCESSROCESSROCESS    
This plan was developed with the assistance of local, 
regional, and state transportation agencies, who met 
to provide guidance, discuss objectives, and review 
draft products.  
 
Agencies participating in the Steering Committee 
include: 

♦ St. Clair County Metropolitan Planning 
Commission  

♦ Blue Water Area Transit Commission 

♦ St. Clair County Road Commission 

♦ Southeast Michigan Council of Governments 

♦ St. Clair County Transportation Study- Technical 
Committee 
• City of Algonac 
• City of Marine City 
• City of Marysville 
• City of Port Huron 

• City of St. Clair 
• City of Yale 
• City of Memphis 
• Village of Capac 
• MDOT 

 

STRIKING A BALANCED APPROACH 

TO TRANSPORTATION 
As we worked with communities and agencies to 
develop this Plan, we were reminded that our ultimate 
goal was to create a plan that improved the overall 
livability of our region by balancing the need to move 
traffic with the need to build quality communities. In 
order to achieve this balance, we considered not only 
the movement of vehicles but the mobility of people, 
the sustainability of the system and impact of our 
future investments on land use and growth patterns.  
 
The four main elements of a balanced transportation 
system include: 
 
Move Goods and People by providing:Move Goods and People by providing:Move Goods and People by providing:Move Goods and People by providing:    

♦ A safe and efficient network of roads, highways, 
and railways 

♦ Transit options 

♦ Bicycle and pedestrian facilities 
 

HHHHHHHHOWOWOWOWOWOWOWOW         THISTHISTHISTHISTHISTHISTHISTHIS         DOCUMENTDOCUMENTDOCUMENTDOCUMENTDOCUMENTDOCUMENTDOCUMENTDOCUMENT        ISISISISISISISIS         ORGANIZEDORGANIZEDORGANIZEDORGANIZEDORGANIZEDORGANIZEDORGANIZEDORGANIZED        

This document is organized into four sec-

tions. 
 

Part I:  Part I:  Part I:  Part I:  Articulates the considerations, vision 
and goals that influenced the development 
of the SCCOTS 2045 Long Range Transpor-

tation Plan.  
 

Part II:  Part II:  Part II:  Part II:  Explains in greater detail the pur-

pose of the plan. 
 

Part III:  Part III:  Part III:  Part III:  Describes the multimodal transpor-

tation system envisioned by the plan. 
 

Part IV:  Part IV:  Part IV:  Part IV:  Sets forth the specific strategies 
and steps required to achieve the transpor-
tation goals and implement the transporta-

tion system envisioned by the region. 
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GGGGGGGGOALSOALSOALSOALSOALSOALSOALSOALS        TTTTTTTTHATHATHATHATHATHATHATHAT        MMMMMMMMOVEOVEOVEOVEOVEOVEOVEOVE        UUUUUUUUSSSSSSSS        FFFFFFFFORWARDORWARDORWARDORWARDORWARDORWARDORWARDORWARD        
    
S CCOTS  2045  L o n g  Ran ge 
Transportation Plan must comply with 
certain requirements set forth by federal 
law. Specifically, the federal legislation 
knows as, Moving Ahead for Progress in 
the 21st Century (MAP-21) and Fixing 
America’s Surface Transportation (FAST) 
Act which have the following planning 
factors/goal areas. 
 
1) Support the economic vitality economic vitality economic vitality economic vitality of the 

metropolitan area, especially by 
enabling global competitiveness, 

productivity, and efficiency. 

2) Increase the safety of the safety of the safety of the safety of the 
transportation system transportation system transportation system transportation system for motorized 

and non-motorized users. 

3) Increase the security of the security of the security of the security of the 
transportation system transportation system transportation system transportation system for motorized 

and non-motorized users. 

4) Increase the accessibility and accessibility and accessibility and accessibility and 

mobilitymobilitymobilitymobility of people and for freight. 

5) Protec t  and  enhance the 
environment, promote energy 
conservation, improve the quality of improve the quality of improve the quality of improve the quality of 
life,life,life,life, and promote consistency 
b e t w e e n  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 
improvements and State and local 
planned growth and economic 

development patterns. 

6) Enhance the integration and integration and integration and integration and 
connectivityconnectivityconnectivityconnectivity of the transportation 
system, across and between modes, 

for people and freight. 

7) P r omo te  e f f i c i e n t  s y s t em e f f i c i e n t  s y s t em e f f i c i e n t  s y s t em e f f i c i e n t  s y s t em 

management and operation.management and operation.management and operation.management and operation. 

8) Emphasize the preservation of the preservation of the preservation of the preservation of the 
existing transportation system.existing transportation system.existing transportation system.existing transportation system. 
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Improve Quality of Travel by providing:Improve Quality of Travel by providing:Improve Quality of Travel by providing:Improve Quality of Travel by providing:    

♦ Context sensitive design solutions 

♦ Personal security and safety 

♦ Improved reliability 
 

Manage demand on the system by providing:Manage demand on the system by providing:Manage demand on the system by providing:Manage demand on the system by providing:    

♦ A connected road network 

♦ Coordinating land use policy 

♦ Policies that encourage telecommuting/e-
commerce 

 

Build a Sustainable system by:Build a Sustainable system by:Build a Sustainable system by:Build a Sustainable system by:    

♦ Reducing environmental impacts 

♦ Minimizing cost 
 

Considering the Impact of Transportation on our Considering the Impact of Transportation on our Considering the Impact of Transportation on our Considering the Impact of Transportation on our 
Lives and LandscapeLives and LandscapeLives and LandscapeLives and Landscape 
Throughout this process, we also kept in mind the 
significant impact that transportation infrastructure 
has in our lives and landscapes. 
 
Transportation systems and investments have a 
profound impact on our region. They do more than 
simply respond to growth. They are, in fact, primary 
determinants to the patterns of growth and land use 
in a community. Where we focus our transportation 
investments, and the types of transportation 
investments we make, goes a long way toward 
determining where and how we live. For this reason, 
we considered carefully the direct and indirect 
impacts of our transportation decisions.  

 
On a more local level, streets have a tremendous 
impact on the quality of our communities. They 
comprise the majority of public spaces. In most of our 
communities, roads and related infrastructure occupy 
more land than our parks, our playgrounds, and our 
public places. For this reason, we must plan and 
design our transportation system with consideration 
for those who live with it as well as those who use it.  
 
Finally, it is wise to consider the influence of 
transportation decisions on our wallets. 
Transportation is typically a household’s second 
largest expenditure. This is the case for St. Clair 
County if you combine transportation and travel 
expenses, accounting for 14.6 percent of all expenses 
(See Figure 1). Even if transportation is not combined, 
it is the third largest expenditure at 11.7 percent and 
not too far behind food and beverage spending which 
is the county’s second largest expenditure.  
 
Housing and transportation costs are the two largest 
expenditures for most households and combining 
them provides a more accurate depiction of the true 
cost of housing where the substantial price of living in 
a vehicle dependent area becomes evident. Many 
households spend 50 percent of their income on rent 
and transportation costs combined. This is about 
where St. Clair County is at. When combined, housing 
and transportation costs comprise more than 48 
percent of total expenditures and if travel expenses 
are added in the mix, the amount spent swells to over 
51 percent. 

Figure 1.1Figure 1.1Figure 1.1Figure 1.1    
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The cost of transportation is a very significant 
component of household costs that many tenants 
and home buyers only discover after moving to a 
community. Generally, the cost of transportation to 
work, to buy groceries, or to medical facilities is 
higher in rural areas where less expensive housing is 
found. Households may unintentionally trade cheaper 
housing costs located away from economic centers 
and heavily populated areas for increased 
transportation costs and number of vehicles owned.  
Low-income families spent a far greater share of their 
income on core needs, such as housing, 
transportation, and food, than upper-income families 
spent.  
 
Similar to people anywhere, rural and small town 
residents rely on transportation to access jobs, 
schools, medical facilities, retail shopping, recreation, 
social events and other services. As a county with 
many rural areas and small towns St. Clair faces 
challenges of lengthy travel distances and limited 
travel options. While it is sometimes assumed that 
public transportation is only essential for large urban 
areas with significant traffic congestion, public 
transportation can also play an important role in rural 
areas and small towns. As the county is constantly 
seeking more efficient solutions to their 
transportation needs, looking into the expansion of 
public transportation throughout the more rural areas 
of the county may be an economical and practical 
consideration  

BackgroundBackgroundBackgroundBackground    
The St. Clair County Transportation Study (SCCOTS) is 
a state designated transportation study area within 
southeast Michigan. SCCOTS functions similar to a 
Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) by setting 
transportation policy and developing plans. Through 
the Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT) 
and Southeast Michigan Council of Governments 
(SEMCOG), the designated MPO for the region, over 
five million dollars in federal funds are allocated to 
SCCOTS annually.  
 
SCCOTS provides several services within St. Clair 
County, including identifying the county’s long range 
transportation needs as part of the Long Range 
Transportation Plan (LRTP). The SCCOTS 2040 LRTP 
was adopted in 2014, and included planning 
requirements established in the Safe, Accountable, 
Flexible, and Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A 
Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU) Legislation.  
 
The Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st Century 
Act (MAP-21), enacted in 2012, included provisions to 
make the Federal surface transportation more 
streamlined, performance-based, and multimodal, 
and to address challenges facing the U.S. 
transportation system, including improving safety, 
maintaining infrastructure condition, reducing traffic 
congestion, improving efficiency of the system and 
freight movement, protecting the environment, and 
reducing delays in project delivery. 
 
On December 4, 2015, President Obama signed into 
law the Fixing America’s Surface Transportation Act, 
or “FAST Act” and this act builds on the changes 
made by MAP-21. It is the first long-term surface 
transportation authorization enacted in a decade that 
provides long-term funding certainty for surface 
transportation. 
 
The law also makes changes and reforms to many 
Federal transportation programs, including 
streamlining the approval processes for new 
transportation projects, providing new safety tools, 
and establishing new programs to advance critical 
freight projects. 
 
Below is a more detailed summary of some FAST Act 
provisions. 
 
PROJECT DELIVERY: speed the permitting processes 
while still protecting environmental and historic 
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treasures and also codifying the online system to 
track projects and interagency coordination 
processes. 
 
FREIGHT: provide a dedicated source of Federal 
funding for freight projects, including multimodal 
projects. The Act emphasizes the importance of 
Federal coordination to focus local governments on 
the needs of freight transportation providers. 
 
INNOVATIVE FINANCE BUREAU:  serve as a one-stop 
shop for state and local governments to receive 
federal funding, financing or technical assistance.  
This builds on the work of the Department’s Build 
America Transportation Investment Center and 
provides additional tools to improve coordination 
across the Department to promote innovative finance 
mechanisms. 
 
TIFIA: includes organizational changes that will 
provide an opportunity for important structural 
improvements with the potential to accelerate the 
delivery of innovative finance projects. 
 
SAFETY: help bolster the Department’s safety 
oversight of transit agencies and also streamlines the 
Federal truck and bus safety grant programs, giving 
more flexibility to States to improve safety in these 
areas. 
 
TRANSIT: reinstating the popular bus discretionary 
grant program and strengthening the Buy America 
requirements that promote domestic manufacturing 
through vehicle and track purchases. 
 
LADDERS OF OPPORTUNITY: a number of items that 
strengthen workforce training and improve regional 
planning.  These include allocating slightly more 
formula funds to local decision makers and providing 
planners with additional design flexibilities. Notably, 
FAST makes Transit Oriented Development (TOD) 
expenses eligible for funding under highway and rail 
credit programs. TOD promotes dense commercial 
and residential development near transit hubs in an 
effort to shore up transit ridership and promote 
walkable, sustainable land use.    

GGGGGGGGOALSOALSOALSOALSOALSOALSOALSOALS        

The following goals were developed to align 
our vision with the Federal planning factors. 
    
1) Improve the Safety and Security of the 

Transportation System 
A.  Prioritize improvements that prevent 

 accidents and minimize losses 
B.  Promote alternative transportation 

 options for area residents and 
 employees that are reliable and 
 accessible to all users.  

 
2) Increase the Accessibility, Reliability, and 

Mobility of the System for People, Freight 
and Services 
A. Encourage “Complete Streets” in 
 countywide planning principles and 
 part of the construction of major trans
 portation improvements 
B. Improve the operating efficiency of 
 the existing infrastructure 

 
3) Invest Strategically in Transportation 

Infrastructure to Enhance the Area’s 
Livability and Sustainability 
A. Develop a connected road network 
B. Coordinate land use policies  
C. Develop and Implement policies that 
 encourage telecommuting/                    
 e-commerce 

 
4) Prioritize maintenance of the existing 

system 
A. Ensure adequate funding to preserve 
 and maintain the integrity of the 
 existing transportation infrastructure 
B. Encourage programs, including asset 
 management, that are designed to 
 better preserve and maintain the 
 regional infrastructure 
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PUBLIC INPUT 
St. Clair County is committed to a proactive public 
outreach effort throughout the development and 
maintenance of the 2045 LRTP, a Public Participation 
Plan was adopted by the Metropolitan Planning 
Commission in June 2017. That will plan helped to 
guide the public participation activities for the 
development of the 2045 LRTP. The public outreach 
focuses on maximizing awareness of the study 
process, obtaining input from residents and 
employers, and ultimately building support for the 
plan.  Many of the public involvement outreach 
efforts are completed in conjunction with SEMCOG 
and the development of the RTP. 
 
As the Long Range Transportation Plan was 
developed, the public had a number of opportunities 
to provide input into the document. MPC Staff was 
present at a Planning Workshop, where 
planning/elected officials and other stakeholders 
were present. There were posters with the plan’s 
goals and objectives and project lists, they had an 
opportunity to review and comment on those.  
 
MPC Staff also went out in the public and looked for 
input at three St. Clair County library branches (Main, 
Marine City, and Yale) and the transit center in 
downtown Port Huron.   
 
At all of these Public Input Sessions, individuals had 
an opportunity to fill out a quick three-question 
survey. 
 
1. What is the biggest Transportation Challenge that 

you face? 
2. Do you use Public Transportation on a regular 

basis? 
3. Do you ever use non-motorized transportation 

(walk or bike) to get to work, school, 
appointments, or to run other errands? 

 
**Summary of Responses to Come** 
 
A digital copy of the LRTP was e-mailed to each 
municipality in the County. The County used the 
Metropolitan Planning Commission website to provide 
the public with additional opportunities to provide 
input. There were two public hearings held, one for 
the project list which included the Fiscal Year 2020-
2023 Transportation Improvement Program that was 
held on Wednesday, June 20, 2018 at the St. Clair 

County Metropolitan Planning Commission Meeting. 
And another public hearing was held on Wednesday, 
December 12, 2018 at the St Clair County 
Transportation Study Policy Committee (Metropolitan 
Planning Commission) Meeting. 
 
A public survey was also conducted, we received 55 
responses, there is a summary of responses on the 
next pages. 
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The majority of people are traveling no more than 15 miles round trip to work (7.5 
maximum each way). There are almost equal amounts of people driving 15-30 miles 
and more than 45 miles for their total commute. 

The majority of the respondents use their own automobile to get to and from work every day with 
very few people using any other form of transportation 



PagePagePagePage    1111----10101010    

There is almost an equal 
split among people 
considering alternative 
fuel vehicles. Including 
the group that might 
consider alternative fuel 
vehicles, almost 2/3 of 
respondents are open to 
the idea of these vehicles.  
Only 1/3 of people would 
not consider them at all. 
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